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Answering Dr. Babu Paul
H. G. Job Mar Philexinos

Dr. Babu Paul wrote to me explaining that the analogy of
the Teacher who had wiped off both the correct and incorrect
answers of his students is to make his readers understand
that the Supreme Court Judgement pronounced last week
swept off both the Judgements of the High Court. [ must say
that it was very unfortunate that his analogy has put the Su-
preme Court in a shameful position. I donit think that our
Honible Judges in the Supreme Court are like the senseless
teacher. The analogy is not appropriate. There were two
Judgements from the High Court- one against the Catholicose
group in the Police Protection case and the other against the
Patriarch faction in the Kathipparathadom case. Dr. Babu
Paul admits that in the Police Protection case one Judge mixed
up the criminal and civil procedures. Instead of dwelling on
the case that belonged to the criminal nature the Judge strayed
into civil premises and like a wild elephant ran amok demol-
ished all that had been set in place by the Supreme Court.
The Supreme Courtis oral observation during the argument
that it was a imanifest errori is to be taken in its real spirit.
The Court removed all the remarks the High Court had made.
In the Kathipparathadom case the High Court dwelt in the
allotted premises and pronounced the Verdict based on the
findings of the Supreme Court. The insensible teacher in the
analogy of Dr. Babu Paul wiped off both the answers. But
the Supreme Court has not stooped down to such an igno-
minious level. To understand this one has to know what took
place in the Court. After Mr. Rohinton Nariman presented
the points the Judges were of the opinion that in the Police
Protection case the High Court has erred. They made this
public by their statements, their questions to the lawyers of
the Patriarch faction and even by their body language. Prac-
tically, Mr. Rohinton Nariman was keeping quite. The real
argument was with the Judges and the lawyers of the Patri-
arch faction. Once when Mr. Rohinton stood to make a point
the Judge told Mr. Rohinton: iMr. Rohinton, I cannot talk to
two persons at the same timei. He sat down and must have
been enjoying the iargumenti between the Judges and the
lawyers of the Patriarch faction. In fact the Judges were about
to pronounce the Judgement. But the Advocate on records of
the Patriarch faction started weeping, crying, begging, plead-
ing, beseeching for postponing the Judgement for a day. The
Judges took sympathy on the poor guy and did accordingly.
If the Patriarch faction was on such a strong footing why did
they have to bring seven very senior lawyers to the Court on
the next day fixed for the hearing? From circle close to the
Supreme Court the Patriarch faction has apparently spent
between 40 and 50 Lakhs. But what have they achieved?
These senior lawyers once again argued the points in their
own style. But nothing could change the mind of the Judges




which had noticed the imanifest errori of the High Court
and the Supreme Court wiped away the adverse remarks from
the Judgement. The senior lawyers of the Patriarch faction
then tried to put forward a premise that since the Court has
practically nullified this order of the High Court, the verdict
on Kathipparathadom was also to be quashed. The Court did
not do that. Instead, it asked them to go to Division Bench
for relief. The Court has not wiped away the Judgement on
Karipparathadam as Dr. Babu Paul is made to understand.
Your senseless teacher must have erased both the correct and
incorrect answers, but not the Supreme Court Judges.

We say that we won the case as the observations made by
the High Court in the Police Protection case we filed would
have had far reaching and devastating consequences if they
were to remain so. With the removal of these observations
the 1934 Constitution continues to have sway over all the
Churches to the extent it permits. All decisions or formula-
tions contrary to it will have no legal standing. This is a point
completely in favour of the Orthodox group. Police Protec-
tion case was not an idea originated from our side. One fine
morning during the time of H. H. Mathews II there appeared
before him two people pretending to be very ardent support-
ers of the Orthodox group. They convinced H.H that they
would see to it that we win the case if we file a case for
Police Protection against the Government. These two gentle-
men are now in the Patriarch group as active as they ever
were. It was a case about which Mr. F. S. Nariman himself
had a difference of opinion. But the kind of confidence H.H
reposed in them was so strong that we had to go ahead with
it. Once they found that they had achieved what they wanted
they deserted the Orthodox Church. They continue to be the
darlings of the highest echelons of the Patriarch group. We
never wanted to have it and we are only happy that that prayer
was not granted. So the Orthodox Church won the case in
this point. Contrary to what the Patriarch faction say, the
decision of the Court in this manner will have problems for
them. The attempts to separate the parish churches from the
ambit of the 1934 Constitution are to meet with grave conse-
quences, if not today, definitely in future. So we say that this
verdict is not in favour of them.

The reference to 200 different litigations in the civil courts
is not a bugbear for the Orthodox Church as we do not want
power or authority over the properties of the individual par-
ishes. Once we tell the Court that we do not want authority
over the properties of the parishes and will be satisfied with
the powers over the parishes to the extent the 1934 Constitu-
tion guarantees, we are sure that no court will deny our prayer.
So in the long run this decision too helps us. So we won this
point too.

On the question of impleading the present Catholicos the
Court did not say anything as there is a case in the lower
court. With unabashed glee the Patriarch faction often de-
rides us for filing cases against them. Why did they file a
case against our Catholicos? What right do they have as a
Society church which has left this Church to file a case of
this sort?

There was some one from the Patriarch side who said
that I was not present in the Supreme Court. The concerned
person must not have seen me. And I never knew that one
has to get a certificate from somebody to ensure that one is
in the Court. This person must not have seen the Chief Jus-
tice in the Supreme Court. Will he go to the extent of saying
that the Chief justice was not present in the Supreme Court?

Similarly, one another from the same faction went to the
extent of saying that my first name is JOB and I have done
the job of spreading malicious propaganda. I take it as a
complement. I am happy and very contented that I did my
job of informing people that we won the case based on what
had taken place in the Supreme Court. But the second alle-
gation that I spread malicious propaganda does not fit me.
Please do not attribute all the qualities of people you daily
come across upon others thinking that all others are like
people whom you meet.
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